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FEBRUARY, 1966 69 
Northeastern Regional Meeting of 1ST A 
by George Chapman 
The first Regional Conference of the 
Iowa Junior Academy of Science and the 
Iowa Science Teachers AsGociation was 
held November 20, 1965, at the West Dela-
ware County Community High School, 
Manchester, Iowa. This program was 
organized for the high school teachers 
and students in northeastern part of Iowa 
as part of the ISTA's interest in promot-
ing p1-ofessionalism in our science teach-
ers in the state. 
The program was designed in two 
parts so as to be of interest to both the 
teachers and students attending. The main 
talk of the session was given by Dr. H. 
Sidwell Smith, Head of the Department 
of Civil Engineering at the University of 
owa. Dr. Sm'.th's topic was "Stream Pollu-
tion in Iowa". The lecture was accompani-
ed by slides of various types of pollution 
problems that present themselves. This 
discussion was highly informative to both 
the teachers and their students. 
At this point a division of interest oc-
curred with the high school students at-
tending a meeting of the Iowa Junior 
Academy of Science. Kevin Binns, presi-
dent of the IJAS, presided. Small group 
discussions were conducted on the feasi -
bility of holding regularly scheduled reg-
ional meetings throughout the state. It 
was the opinion of those present that the 
students learned something from meet-
ing with people from different schools 
and wished the idea to continue. 
At the same time the students were 
attending this discussion their teachers 
were listening to Dr. Delma Harding of 
the Iowa State University Science Educa-
tion staff. Dr. Harding described various 
ways of increasing a person's potential 
as a science teacher. Dr. Harding mention-
ed several ways in which active participa-
tion in professional organizations such as 
NST A, CASMT, and IST A allow us to be-
come more active and interested teachers. 
After a lunch break the teachers re-
turned to the Manchester High School to 
attend a panel discussion-of "Science Pub-
lic Relations' '. Panel members were Mr. 
Warren Classon, Science Supervisor of the 
Davenport Public Schools, Mr. Harold 
Rathert, Science Supervisor of the Des 
Moines Public Schools, and Dr. Harding. 
Each gave a brief description of ways in 
which the public could become involved 
in science activities of schools. The dis-
cussion was then opened to the floor. The 
ideas ranged from new slants on methods 
of conducting science fairs and open 
houses to holding such things as rare food 
dinners in our science departments. 
During the discussion for the teachers 
their students were transported to the 
Federal Fish Hatchery east of Manchester. 
Mr. Dave Bruhn, the director, showed a 
series of slides on the activity of the Hat-
chery and others around the country. The 
students then toured the hatchery and ob-
served the work of preparing fish for 
stocking of our rivers and streams. 
Mr. Bruhn and his men then demon-
strated the method of removing eggs 
from the female trout and fertilizing them 
to insure young for next season's work 
at the hatchery. 
When the students returned to Man-
chester High School, the first joint Region-
a l Conference of the !STA a nd the IJAS 
was complete. Suggestions from those at-
tending are now being examined to make 
next year's program even better. It is our 
hope that the success of this year's meet-
ing will spread around northeastern Iowa. 
We can have the best program possible 
but we are not a success unless a high 
percentage of teachers and students at-
tend. Next year's meeting will be approx-
imately the same time as was this one. 
We hope teachers are planning now to at-
tend and are bringing with them as m any 
students as possible. 
Watch for an announcement in the 
mail next September. If you live outside 
of the northeastern region of Iowa watch 
for your own Regional Conference . Of 
course, you are welcome to com e and 
visit with us next year. 
ISTA As a Co-Sponsor of 
College Teaching Conference 
NSTA has invited the Academy of 
Science (and as a result !STA as a section 
of the Academy) to sponsor a conference 
on the teaching of .college science next 
fall. Let your officers know if you would 
like to be directly involved with plans for 
this conference. 
